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EPA Update: New PFOS / PFOA Drinking Water Advisory Established

On May 19, 2016, the EPA released the revised health advisory for Perfluoroctane Sulfonate (PFOS) and Perfluorooctanoic Acid
(PFOA) that sets the combined lifetime exposure limit for Drinking Water at 70 parts per trillion (PPT). In 2009 the EPA published
Provisional Health Advisories (Non Regulated Advisory) for PFOA at 400 PPT and PFOS at 200 PPT based on evidence available at
that time (1). The science has now evolved and the EPA is now replacing the 2009 provisional advisories with new lifetime health
advisories.

Both PFOA and PFOS are fluorinated organic chemicals that are part of a larger group of chemicals referred to as perfluoroalkyl
substances (PFASs). These chemicals have been used to develop products based on their resistance to: water, grease, and stains.
They have been used to make carpets, clothing, fabrics for furniture, cookware, and paper packaging for food. Some of the
common trademark brand names containing these products on a wide scale basis include: Teflon, Stain Master, and Scotch Guard.
Because these chemicals have been used in an array of consumer products, most people have been exposed to them. Scientists
have found PFOA and PFOS in the blood of nearly all the people they tested, but these studies show that the levels of PFOA and
PFOS in blood have been decreasing (2, 3).

Contamination is typically localized and associated with a specific facility, for example, an industrial facility where these chemicals
were produced or used to manufacture other products. Between 2000 and 2002, PFOS was voluntarily phased out of production in
the U.S. by its primary manufacturer, 3M. In 2006, eight major companies voluntarily agreed to phase out their global production
of PFOA and PFOA related chemicals, although there are a limited number of ongoing uses. While consumer products and food are
a large source of exposure to these chemicals for most people, drinking water can be an additional source in the small percentage
of communities where these chemicals have contaminated water supplies (4).

The Rome Water and Sewer Division (RWSD) through a cooperative effort with Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD), is
operating its system to provide finished water well below the EPA Health Advisory. This was confirmed by EPD regarding test
results from an EPA approved laboratory of 39 PPT for combined PFOS/PFOA. On May 20, 2016, a news release was issued by the
Alabama Department of Health regarding eight water systems in Alabama which exceeded the EPA Advisory of 70 PPT. The
notification was provided based on EPA guidance instructions for sensitive groups such as pregnant and breast-feeding mothers, as
well as formula-fed infants served by these systems to consider using alternate sources of drinking water (5).

EPA has Not Regulated national primary drinking water standards for PFOA and PFOS. EPA is evaluating establishing enforceable
Regulatory Standards for PFOA and PFOS as drinking water contaminants in accordance with the process required by the Safe
Drinking Water Act (SDWA). To create a Regulation Standard for a contaminant under SDWA, EPA must find that it: (1) may have
adverse health effects; (2) occurs frequently {or there is a substantial likelihood that it occurs frequently) at levels of public health
concern; and (3) there is a meaningful opportunity for health risk reduction for people served by public water systems (4).
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Your Views are Welcome! [f you are interested in learning more about the water department, water quality, source water assessiment
or have questions relating to this water quality report, please contact: Mike Hacleett - Division Director, 706-236-4560 or Wayne Stanley -
Water Treatment Facility Director, 706-236-4527




